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*USAF Declass/Release Instructions On File*

MEMOBRANDUM FOR: Commaader, Air Rescue Service
Orlando Alr Force Base :
Oriande, Florida

SUBJECT: Ailr Rescue Support Requirements for
NIMBUS (8} Operatioua

1. Receunt developn.eats lan Cube rmake it mandatory ;Eaat
NIMBUS operations save Alr Rescue Support on each mission. To
meet tals objective & rueeting was held {a Washington, D.C, on
9 Soptcm&r 1962. Thosme present were:

Coloasl Jack C. Ledford, Project Headguarters
Colonsl Walter £E. Thorne, Hgs Alr Rescue Service
Lt. Colonel Houser Wilseon, AFCIG-5

Lt. Coloasl Robert D. Baskerville, Headquarters NUCRAD

25X1A Project Headquarters

2. The followlng items were discussed and agreement was
reached o chese areas:

A. Alr Resecue Support Requirements

Crbital polats will e desigaated by Froject Headquarters

for the northern and southern coasts of Cuba., ARS will provide
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required coverage with SA-16 aireraft.

8. Cormunications Requiremaents

1. Project Huadquarters will provide as an interim
measure, trained personnel to sacrypt aad decrypt message teaiflc
petween Headquarters Air Rescus Service aund Project Headquarters.
A detormination will be made subsequeatly as to whether additioual
secure communications equipment is required.

2. Tue classified coda word to be used on msssage
traffic is "NIMBUS", The uaclassified sickoame (s "TIGHT LIP".

3. Coemmuaications will be limited (o message

traffic beatween Headquarters ARS aud Project Meadquarters,

25X1A 4 Project cable addrsss for Headquarters ARS is

C. Securlty
Project Hoadquarters’' sscurity standards will be

nonored. Necessary clearances will be granted. Requests for
additional clearances will be forwarded to Project Headguarters for
approval via AFCIC-S5.
D. Cparations

1. Project Headquarters will sotify leadgquarters
Alr Rescus Service and the Project aperational uait of & pending
operation »y the m of & alert messsge simualtanecusly.

Z. Detalled rescue regquirements will be provided
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a. Orbit polat,
B QOa orbit timae,
¢. Duration of orbit.
d. Emergeacy call siga of mission aireraft.
{3) Both alrcraft will use internationsl distyess
frequencies for energency coatact. Nagrrmally all aircraft will
maintain radio sileace throughout the missiocs,
{4} AllL ARS flight plans will be drawn to aveld the
Caban radar aet for the appropriate altitude, Project Headquarters
will provide 3 map showing the latest Cuban capability. Ppojact
Headguarters is respoasible for keeping this map current.
{#i ARS will transmit aay chaage in alrcraft status
that will affect their capabllity (o support this requirement.
(6) WNotificailon of i ission delays or cancellaticn
| will e sent to Headguarters ARS as soon as possibls,

(") Fillug of Flight Plaas by ARS

The Federsl Aviatios Ageacy will send a represcutative
to Headguariers Alr Rescue Servite o obtain tueir desires regirdiag
cleariag the SA«10's without fligat piana, He will thes coordinate
as required to cstablish taese procedures. Froject Headguarters

will furalss the ame ard clearance status to Headguariers Air Rescue
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Service as soon as thin informatioa is available.

£. Rales for Rescue Procedures

{1} The ajircraft cormwasder of tae rescus aircraft
will ake Cie flaal decislon ou the extent of rescue operations.
{2) Thue followlag gulde lines are provided:

a, Evary atter:pt will be rmade to rescue 2 dowszed
pliot cutelds the three mile internaticosl limit.

b, Pllots Ltiat cay be inslde the thres mile Heslt
will be rescued if {n the oplalon of the alrcraft commaadar ARS tzis
rescue would .ot 2udeager tne lives of hls crew,

<. Ia the event a pllot a8 been rescued the ARS
aireraft will ake every offeri to proceed to Xey West or Guantaawd o
MAS sad tara the dowaed pllot over io the Conmandla; Offlicar, {if
coudition of pilot pern:its Key West will be primary terminus).

F., Fighter Cover
(1) Otscussions are belag oeld as fo the extent fightar
cover can be provided a disabled o:lsslon alrcraft, 2 downad piloi.
and R siveraft operating in the area, As 2000 as agreement is
reacaed you will Le autiflied aad tie sscossary inforoatien will »e

provided 10 eatanlish desired jolut cperations in the area of interest,
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3.  The above procedures will probably :ave to e modified
as future eveunts require. ‘lowever, autunl agreement between
both Headquarters inust e reached befores 2 change can become
effective,

4. Tae affective date of Lhis agreement is 12002 11 Septenber

1962.
25X1A
DRAFT
OSA/OD/ le (10 Sept 62)
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